Saturday July 31, 2004

Dear Sisters and Brothers

I am so proud to be part of this beautiful Parish Community of Our Lady of Victories, Horsley Park and Kemps Creek, and I thank God for giving me this gift of being part of your journey.

As I start my ministry among you as a Pastoral Leader, I want to thank you first of all for the marvelous way you all journeyed with Fr Jude as he prepared to leave our Parish Community.  I was with him most of the time, and was very impressed at the way many of you shared these moments with many signs of gratitude:  meals, cards, gifts, phone calls and tears.  It is very hard to let go of a person who was much more than a Pastoral Leader.  Fr Jude was a good and sincere friend to all of us as he helped us Celebrate Community in many ways. 

As I said in the homily at the farewell Eucharist, in our life, we priests and religious, give witness to the fact that for all Christians, life is a journey.  As St Paul says in his second letter to the Corinthians, “we are well aware that when the tent that houses us on earth is folded up, there is a house for us from God, not made by human hands but everlasting, in the heavens.” (2Co 5:1)  We do not have a permanent home here on earth, but we have one waiting for us in heaven, towards which we journey as a Celebrating Community, as a People of God, as Church.

I want also to thank you all for giving me the opportunity to take my holidays in this difficult time.  I realise it was not the best of time for me to be away from Community.  I thank Fr Harry Morrissey msc for the wonderful service he gave our Parish during July.  Once again I thank you for making him welcome, not only during our Eucharist, but also into your homes.  Thank you!

Finally I want to thank you for your support to me personally and to Sr Margaret, and for being brothers and sisters to us.  Thank you for all the support you showed me as I prepared to take leadership in the community.  I am very sure that together we will continue building on what our fathers started.  Together we will journey on as we continue to learn how to follow Jesus more closely, becoming his disciples.  

Thank you all, and may our Celebrating Community continue to give life, to us who form part of it and to all those who share our journey with us, as we reach out to others around us.

Fr Mario
