Message by John Nair, newly baptised, shared on the day of his baptism, 

Easter Vigil, April 19, 2003.
We have finally reached the culmination of our RCIA programme. It has certainly been a very rewarding experience and one I did not anticipate.

On behalf of Sheriden, Kerry, Sandra, myself and our partners and sponsors I would like to extend a heart felt thank you firstly to Father Jude for his guidance, dedication and care for us all through this journey. The support and encouragement from the Pastoral team, Fathers Jude and Mario, Sister Margaret and Brother Joe, instil a drive to want to be part of a community that strives to understand its faith and, most importantly, put it into practice in their daily lives.

Over the past year we have always looked forward to our Monday meetings as a time dedicated to God. It was a time to heal and learn from each other’s stories, something that can only be really achieved in an environment supported by the intimacy of a few people sharing their life’s experiences. At first many of us felt uncomfortable sharing our struggles, pains and joys. As we moved on, under the guidance and inspiration of Father Jude, our faith stories began to take on lives of their own. Each member in our group had so much to offer in terms of insight and sincerity, which became for me the healing I particularly needed.

I am proud to have journeyed during this year with Sandra: whose quiet and shy ways hide a truly wonderful heart for her children and her loving husband John. John: quick to offer a hand to help, and whose genuineness and integrity are beyond reproach. Michelle: a steadfast friend and inspiration for Sandra, helping her come to grips with her profound conversion. Sheriden: our well travelled friend, whose purity and strength of character are always evident. Gede: her loving husband, like Sandra, a quiet person but with a poignance and appreciation in all he says. Kerry and her husband Manuel: whose warmth is always evident and the love they share for each other radiates to us every time we catch up. 

To my dear wife Shashi, I love her more than anyone on this earth. She is my life and with her love and faith in God, I am beginning to see myself, approaching the person I was meant to be.

I do not know what everyone’s understanding of Catholicism is, but I do know that Christianity has carried me through the most difficult and the darkest periods of my life. However, we cannot stop at healing ourselves we must venture forth as a community and extend our hand to those who need it.

We live in a world where our choice of who we want to be, who we wish to extend our help to, will make a lot of difference. I have been personally inspired the wise advice from many who participate in the Men’s Ministry.  My understanding has also been deepened by my participation in the Mission, last year.

Taking part in the RCIA programme, we have become more open to share, developed a better understanding of the symbol and ritual of the church and a vision as to how we wish to live our lives as Catholics. The world for us, as for everyone else, is a hopeful one and this conclusion to the RCIA programme is a precursor of how we choose to live our lives not only as Christians but especially as Catholics who have much to share in action, history and tradition. I hope that my path may cross that of all of you, and those who I am yet to meet, to help those as our Lord has envisioned for us.

And lastly thank you all for your support of the Parish, its activities and all the parishioners you assist. I am only a lay member of the Church, but your kindness, generosity and faith will hopefully inspire others like me to make these choices in life, for the betterment of God’s people here and beyond.

Thank you.

John Nair
